
Everyone in our community is entitled to certain rights, regardless of their immigration
status. In this training we will learn more about these rights particularly to prepare for an
encounter with ICE, and (as applicable) how you can be an ally to your neighbors. 

1.

An interactive training that will prepare you to inform others, be a good neighbor, and (as
applicable) be equipped to show up and accompany congregations in our Conference  

2.

This training is designed to be easily replicated, so that you can share it with other
communities you are a part of where someone might be at risk of an encounter with ICE. 

3.

  

Those who are at risk in communities are not just anyone, but those who are here without a
legal status and are not in process of applying for one (such as asylum or Temporary
Protected Status), as well as those who have a criminal record, a monitoring device, and/or
are at the wrong place at the wrong time.  

1.

The format for this training will be to watch several videos about our rights and how to be
an ally to our neighbors. After each video we’ll have time for questions and answers.  

2.

Watch each of the five videos at wehaverights.us  and allow time for Q&A after each one (or
select 2-3 most relevant. These videos are available in 8 languages). You might ask after each
one, “what did you notice or wonder?” 

3.

Depending on the audience and the time available, you might wish to share these videos
which are specifically about documenting ICE encounters, and a live example of doing so. 

4.

SAMPLE KNOW YOUR
RIGHTS AND BE AN ALLY
TRAINING OUTLINE 
This document is created to help anyone within a Mosaic Congregation or Conference-Related Ministry 
plan a Know Your Rights and/or Be an Ally Training to support immigrants within our communities. 
Please adapt it to your context. Contact immigration@mosaicmennonites.org for questions, suggestions, 
or additional resourcing.  

“KNOW YOUR RIGHTS” TRAINING SUGGESTION
(1) WELCOME, GRATITUDE, AND OVERVIEW

(4) TRAINING VIDEOS WITH Q&A 

(2) OPENING PRAYER

(3) BRIEF INTRODUCTIONS BY EACH ATTENDEE, USING MUTUAL INVITATION
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mailto:immigration@mosaicmennonites.org
https://www.wehaverights.us/
https://library.witness.org/product/filming-immigration-enforcement-2/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DFjPTSmu4Sq/?igsh=eXJzejhuMXp6YjFq
https://www.kscopeinstitute.org/kitoolkit
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Show these examples of a
judicial vs. an administrative
warrant – only a judicial
warrant, with the correct
name and address, and a
signature from a judge, issued
in the past 14 days, gives ICE
permission to enter.

Red Cards (available in many languages) - one side is a reminder of your rights, the other
provides a script to say (or hand over the card) during an ICE encounter  

1.

Emergency Plan (English) (other languages available) 2.
Checklist for filming & sharing an encounter 3.
Pro Bono Legal Attorneys in Every State  4.
Community Resources: Stop AAPI Hate 5.

(5) SHARE RESOURCES (YOU MAY WISH TO SHARE THESE ALONG WITH
THE VIDEOS RATHER THAN SHARING THEM LATER)  

(6) DISCUSSION OF NEXT STEPS IN YOUR CONTEXT 

https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/documents/red_card-self_srv-english.pdf
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a74cf7ef14aa1564b6a098b/t/6797ce43eb206854a2661196/1738001990173/Emergency+Plan_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.wehaverights.us/create-an-emergency-plan
https://library.witness.org/product/checklist-sharing-videos-of-immigration-enforcement/
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/
https://stopaapihate.org/community-resources/


One dominant-culture pastor’s description of what they
were being asked to do in their worship accompaniment. 
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Some immigrant-majority congregations of Mosaic Conference have
requested accompaniment by local friends from dominant-culture
congregation during times of worship. If your congregation is willing to
participate in sending small groups, here are some recommended practices:  

Designate someone to communicate with the pastor or a designated
leader of the congregation you’ll be visiting. Ask what would be most
helpful (and listen for what might be communicated indirectly, too),
and be clear about what your intentions are as a group providing
accompaniment to show support.  
During worship, sit or stand where you are asked to. Smile and feel
free to introduce yourself to those around you.  
View mistakes as opportunities for learning and practicing
accountability and repair as needed, rather than as personal failures.

What we're being asked to do is: 
Attend a worship service with other Christians. We'll go,
we'll sit where we're told, and we'll sing and pray and listen to
scripture and a sermon, likely in a different language. 
Start new relationships. We'll smile awkwardly at people we
don't know and make it clear with our body language that
we're friendly and approachable, and we'll blunder our way
through small talk. And our hosts will do the same. And it will
be enough. We'll start to get to know each other. 
Show our love and support. By doing these two things, we'll
be letting everyone in the service know that we're here, that
we see and hear them, and that we care. And that will help
them feel safer. 

That's what's most important. We aren't being asked to be heroes.
We're being asked to be present.

PRACTICES AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BEING AN ALLY 

https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan
https://www.ilrc.org/resources/step-step-family-preparedness-plan


In the unlikely event that people come to the door who look suspicious, we'll do the following: 
Two of us will go out the side door to talk to them. 1.
If they ask to come in, we'll tell them we're sorry, but a private worship service is in
session, and they're not permitted to enter. 

2.

If they say they're police officers or Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents,
we'll ask them for their names and badge numbers, and we'll document them. We'll tell
them they're not permitted to enter without a judicial warrant that includes the name of a
specific individual and the address of the church, and is signed by a judge (with the title
Hon. or Honorable) within the last 14 days. To see the difference between a judicial warrant
and an administrative/ICE warrant (which does not give them the right to enter) see pages
8-9 of this document. We'll take pictures of everything we're shown. 

3.

If they do show a legitimate judicial warrant, we'll tell them that we aren't authorized to
let them enter, we need to show the warrant to the leaders of the church, and a leader will be
out to speak with them shortly. Then we'll contact the pastor or a person he's delegated
(most likely an usher), who will take it from there. 

4.

From then on, our role will be to fill ourselves with God's love, to follow the lead of church
leaders, and to calmly and attentively witness whatever happens, catching what we can on
film, and remembering the details later. 

5.

If that were to happen, it would be very rare. So, keep it in mind, but don't get too worried
about it. In Mark 13:11, Jesus tells us, "Don't worry beforehand about what you have to say. Say
whatever is given to you at that time, for it's not you who will be speaking but the Holy Spirit." Trust in
that! 
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https://cssphiladelphia.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/PA-KYR-English.pdf

