Bonnie Miller is a retired special education teacher, having spent more than
two decades in education from the preschool to the elementary school level.
Additionally, she served as Minister to Children at Waterford Mennonite
Church as is currently serving as a special education teacher for non-public
schools in the Goshen (Ind.) Community Schools district.
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Lyle Miller is a stewardship consultant with Everence after having served as
Pastor of Family Life & Financial Stewardship at Waterford Mennonite Church.
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They are the parents of two adult children, one with cerebral palsy.
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of Anabaptist Disabilities Network.
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Much of the content from this presentation is from a presentation by Dr. Carter's full bio and curriculum vitae are available at:
Dr. Erik Carter given at Wheaton College in March 2018. The full https://soefaculty.baylor.edu/erik-carter/

presentation is available at this link: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsiUgl9oPws&t=3356s


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsiUgl9oPws&t=3356s
https://soefaculty.baylor.edu/erik%E2%80%90carter/
https://soefaculty.baylor.edu/erik-carter/

History of legislation regarding disabilities:

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITY AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
EDUCATION ACT (IDEA) (ADA)

1973—Rehabilitation Act 1990—ADA became law

1975—Education for All Handicapped Children Act 2008—ADA law amended, more clearly defined
(EHA)—Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) “disability” as those impairments that impact tasks of
PL 94-142 daily living.

1986 EHA reauthorized to include early intervention

1990 reauthorized to become IDEA, added TBI &
autism

1997 reauthorized, emphasized access to the general
curriculum, Developmental Delay allowed up to age 9

2004 reauthorized, greater identification and
accountability to improve educational outcomes
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13 disability categories under IDEA:

Specific learning disability 9. Deaf-blindness

Other health impairment 10. Orthopedic impairment
Autism spectrum disorder 11. Intellectual disability
Emotional disturbance 12. Traumatic brain injury
Speech or language impairment 13. Multiple disabilities
Visual impairment, including blindness

Deafness

© N U kAWM

Hearing impairment

%

Exclusion Segregation Integration Inclusion Belgnging




Loyed ' Présent

52% | 8%

OR FEWER OF
OF ADULTS WITH
INTELLECTUAL CHURCHES OFFERED

DISABILITY DON'T SUPPORTS TO YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH
ATTEND A FAITH
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES

BELONGING

27% 56%

OF YOUNG PEOPLE KEPT THEIR CHILD

WITH DISABILITIES WITH DISABILITIES
Cared For Known ATTEND A YOUTH EROM

GROUP OR SMALL PARTICIPATING DUE

GROUP TO LACK OF
SUPPORT

Supported Accepted

al. (2016); Carter & Boehm (in preparation)

MY FAITH 1S “SOMENHATE T SVE R ATTENDS WORSHIP SERVICES AT LEAST
IMPORTANT"

oo ONCE PER MONTH

100%

90%
90%

80%
80%

70%
70%

60%
. 60%
S0 50%

40%

0%

30% S

% 20%

10% 10%
0%

0%

People with Disabilities

People without Disabilities

Source: National Organization on Disability

People with Significant Disabilities

People without Disabilities

Source: National Organization on Disability




ATTENDS WORSHIP SERVICES AT LEAST
ONCE PER MONTH
100%

90% Hik 84%
80% Importance e
70%

0% 57%

Attendance
0 43%

A
= UNIVERSAL DESIGN

“If Abel can't read, how will he get anything out of the class?”
HOW MUCH IS EACH TRAIT

CHARACTERISTIC OF YOUR CHILD? "She has autism? None of us are trained to work with those
Somewhat-Extremely M AlLitte M NotatAll children.”
soy | R “Some members of the congregation are finding your group
Edjoyiriat o : to be distracting. Perhaps you and your clients would be
Humor T more comfortable sitting in the balcony.”
Kindness 5% “Qur church just isn't big enough to have a disability
Caring 82% / ministry.”
Empathy 78% I, “Sandy really doesn’'t understand the meaning of
Courage | 74% communion. I'm not sure we can really allow her to
Resilience participate.”
Forgiveness “I'm so sorry to hear about your child. You must be
Self-Control devastated.”
“I know he is a little old, but he would probably still best be
cared for in the nursery.”




"It seems like a lot of energy and effort when we can't
really be sure that Louise will actually get anything out of
being in Sunday school with the other children.”

"We have a special class for children just like your son.”

“These renovations seem a bit much. After all, we don't
have any people with disabilities in our congregation.”

"I'd love to invite my neighbor to attend our church, but
we just don't have a program for people with disabilities.”

"Maybe your family would feel more comfortable at
Temple Beth-El—I believe they do disability ministry.”

Welcoming People with Developmental Disabilities and Their
Families: A Practical Guide for Congregations

https://vkc.vumc.org/assets/files/resources/CongregationPracticeGuide.pdf

A helpful 18-page guide for helping make congregations accessible
to those with disabilities is available at:
https://vkc.vumc.org/assets/files/resources/
CongregationPracticeGuide.pdf

Somewhat/Very
Disability Awareness Efforts
Informational Resources for Families
An Advocate for Families
Spiritual Counseling From a Leader
A “Support Group” for Parents
Respite Care
Modifications to Religious Education
A Spiritual/Religious Education Plan
Support in Religious Education
Support During Worship Services

B A Little H Notat All
\ 70%
| 69%
\ [1:
| 65%
| 62%
\ 61%
| 59%
|

“Special” Worship Services |

Financial Support
Transportation to Congregation Events
A More Accessible Congregtation

32% [SXINSSY 23%)

Source: Carter, Boehm, Annandale, & Taylor (2016)



https://vkc.vumc.org/assets/files/resources/CongregationPracticeGuide.pdf

The way God designed our bodies is a model for
understanding our lives together as a church:

every part dependent on every other part,
the parts we mention and the parts we don't,
the parts we see and the parts we don’t.

If one part hurts,
every other part is involved in the hurt,
and in the healing.

If one part flourishes,
every other part enters into exuberance.

1 Corinthians 12: 12, 25-26

"...being loved and befriended does something
for you that rights and choice cannot possibly do.
It brings you the invaluable experience of being
chosen by someone else. Whatever it is that rights
and choice can do—and we do not have to prove
that they can do a lot of very important things—
but whatever rights and choice can do, they are
not going to make me your friend.”

Believing and Belonging
Curriculum

Available at

https://www.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org/Pages/Home.aspx

Information about the new "Believing and Belonging" accessible Anabaptist
curriculum for youth and adults with intellectual disabilities is available at
https://www.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org/Resources/Faith-
Formation/Pages/Believing-and-Belonging-Baptism-Curriculum.aspx.

To order, go to: https://www.brethrenpress.com/ProductDetails.asp?



https://www.brethrenpress.com/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=9798988573401
https://www.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org/Resources/Faith-Formation/Pages/Believing-and-Belonging-Baptism-Curriculum.aspx
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Click on any of the links above to be directed to one of many
simulators on the Web that give a brief experience of what it is
like to experience a disability.

NEURODIVERSITY RESOURCES:

Neurodiversity by Design booklet from Princeton Seminary

it gives me
independence

Neurodiversity in the Church from Modern Reformation

Neuro Clastic—neuroclastic.com. All contibutors, etc. are on the autism spectrum.

ADDitude Magazine online—lots of practical ideas and FREE downloads

Professional Development for Educators at Heinemann Blog on Neurodiversity

https://blog.heinemann.com/topic/neurodiversity
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Full urls for the two sites listed above are:
https://neuroclastic.com/
https://blog.heinemann.com/topic/neurodiversity


https://neuroclastic.com/
https://blog.heinemann.com/topic/neurodiversity

ANABAPTIST DISABILITIES NETWORK

Nonprofit—get involved to further this good work!

Advocates and Partners
Accessibility Audits
Barrier-free Grants
Donations

https://www.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org/AdvocatesPartners/Pages/Advocate
sPartners.aspx

To learn more about Anabaptist Disabilities Network and its

significant work, visit: https://

www.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org/Pages/Home.aspx Jason Benetti is an award-winning broadcaster for Fox Sports and serves as the
play-by-play voice of the Detroit Tigers. He has cerebral palsy and has recorded
four public service announcements on behalf of the Cerebral Palsy Foundation.

Dan Habib documentary films:

ILEN'E

https://whocaresaboutkelsey.com/Thasya

31 32
To watch an inspiring video about an 8-year-old with autism who The PSAs linked at right are

thrives at school thanks to the support of her augmentative 1:30-2:00 long and would be
communication device, visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1zWp2KkOr68

The Disability Blurt Out
The Disability Lookaway
The Disability Talk Down

Disbelieve-Ability

suitable for showingin a
disability awareness context.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zWp2KkOr68
https://www.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gxCohkedQY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZqdBHG6w7A&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSMis1ctEHo&list=PLZbi8RuoZR2y0Wmhjt1mBOBQj-hWa4ijs&index=2&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foPa-1TxYtc&t=1s



