Reading Response to Stories: How Mennonites Came to Be by Roth
After reading this text, respond to 4 of the following questions with a paragraph or more as a way to engage with the text.  

1.  On pages 24-28, Roth describes 6 shared commitments among the early church movement that distinguished it from Jewish tradition.  Would these commitments still be as significant today in your context as they were in the first century?  Reflect on your current context.  
2.  After reading chapters 2-3, what have Anabaptists (including Mennonites) inherited from Catholic and Protestant traditions?  How does that still impact us in either positive or negative ways? 
3.  Roth argues that there were at least 3 significant Anabaptist groups in Europe which began during the 16th Century Reformation.  Trace these 3 strands, pointing out key leaders, beliefs, and contributions.  Where did each of these early movements ‘end up’?  If you choose this question—it counts as 2 of the 4 questions you are answering since it requires tracing the 3 through several chapters of Roth’s book.)
4.  Roth concludes chapter 5 with this quote: The struggle for identity amid the pressures of compromise and voices of renewal has structured the contours of Anabaptist-Mennonite history ever since.  Consider the Russian story and/or the story in the Americas.  What are specific ways you see this struggle for identity play out? 
5.  In chapter 7,  Roth notes five types or themes of renewal among the Mennonites in America: Revivalism, 2. Progressivism, 3. Old Order Movements, 4. Fundamentalism and Evangelicalism, 5, Historical Memory. Which of these movements have you and the congregation experienced to the greatest extent and why?
6.  Chapter 8 considers the new ‘mosaic’ of Mennonites following a mission movement in the United States.  How has the church been enriched or renewed by newcomers? Where is your congregation on the journey from ‘they to we’ that Roth describes?  
7. There are now more Mennonites in the Global South than there are in the North.  How did this occur? What should we as North American Christians learn from our brothers and sisters in other parts of the world?  How might they help reshape our common identity as Anabaptist Christians? 
8.  After reading the final chapters, reflect for yourself—what about this larger story draws you in?  What concerns you?  Is it important for us as leaders and for our congregations to have an Anabaptist Christian identity?  Why or why not?  
