




Welcoming New 
Conference Related 
Ministries

At our Conference Assembly, we welcomed 
four new Conference Related Ministries.

Taproot Gap Year, a ministry of  
Philadelphia Praise Center, provides 
young adults with an opportunity to live 
in Indonesia with homestay families, 
learn a new language, go to class, serve in 
internships, explore new places, and learn 
tools that help develop their faith and 
identity.

Peace Proclamation Ministries 
International, out of  Plains congregation, 

trains pastors, pastors’ wives, and youth in India and supports the ministry of  local Indian congregations through 
eye clinics and providing practical tools such as megaphones, bicycles, and sewing machines.

Healthy Niños Honduras, an outgrowth of  the MAMA Project, helps children and their families beat the ravages of  
�P�D�O�Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���Q�X�W�U�L�W�L�R�Q���F�H�Q�W�H�U�����G�H�Z�R�U�P�L�Q�J�����Z�D�W�H�U���À���O�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V�����P�H�G�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G��
construction brigades, and preventive health education.

Ripple Community Inc, started by Ripple congregation, serves over 150 Allentown residents through the only day 
center in Allentown that is open to the public 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���À���U�V�W���S�H�U�P�D�Q�H�Q�W�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G����
affordable housing program in Allentown.

�� Sharon K. Williams,
Nueva Vida Norristown New Life

Welcoming a New 
Congregation

Ebenezer Mennonite Church began in June 
1958 as part of  the Hispanic ministry of  Grace 
Mennonite Church in Lansdale, PA. It started as 
a community for Puerto Ricans who came to the 
area to work in summer agriculture.

In 2005, the church became independent from 
Grace and changed its name to Ebenezer 
Mennonite Church. In November 2009, the 
church moved to Zion congregation’s building 
(Souderton, PA), where they continue to meet.

“God in his mercy has been present in our 
congregation, manifesting his power and 
sovereignty in the midst of  trials,” says Hilda 
Vinces, a leader in the church.  “We have had 
sick members [receive] healing, and we feel his Holy Spirit in our midst because he has strengthened us when church 
members have passed away.”  

“The Latinx community continues to grow in Bucks and Montgomery counties where many of  our congregations 
�K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�R�R�W�H�G���I�R�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���µ���)�U�D�Q�F�R�Q�L�D�·�V���(�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���0�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U���6�W�H�Y�H���.�U�L�V�V���U�H�Á���H�F�W�V�������´�:�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�L�V�W�H�U�V��
and brothers at Ebenezer, we will continue to cultivate a vibrant Anabaptist witness and community together.” 

�� Jennifer Svetlik, Salford congregation

Members of Ebenezer Mennonite Church are welcomed during the business 
session at Conference Assembly. Photo by Cindy Angela.

Board member Beny Krisbianto (Nations Worship Center) prays for the leaders of 
Franconia’s new Conference Related Ministries. Photo by Cindy Angela.

Get to know other congregations in Franconia 
and Eastern District Conferences at:
franconiaconference.org/pro� les.



Conference Financial Update
November 2019                           

10 Months (FY 2019-20 unaudited)
Operating Budget   Actual           Budget   Last Year
REVENUE
Congregational contrib. $206,613      $200,540  $225,769
Properties Subsidy $333,330      $333,330  $333,330
All Other Sources $  62,015      $  98,570  $  64,664              _________     _________     ________
Total Revenue (+) $601,958      $632,440  $623,763
EXPENSES 
Ministries/Programs $525,667      $574,751  $493,281
Support Services    $164,700      $169,498  $185,992              _________     _________     _________
Total Expenses (-) $690,367      $744,249  $679,273              _________     _________     _________
NET               $ (88,409)    $(111,809)  $ (55,510)

Pastor Letty Cortes (Centro de Alabanza) leads in prayer and 
Pastor Marta Castillo (Wellspring congregation) interprets. 
Photo by Javier Marquez.

Delegates from both Eastern District and Franconia 
Conferences gathered after the reconciliation vote to serve one 
another communion. Photo by Cindy Angela.

In addition to teaching a workshop for youth leaders, 
Michele Hershberger (Hesston College) preached at Friday 
evening worship: “The heroes of faith and Jesus need us.”  
Listen to her full message on our website. Photo by Cindy 
Angela.

Delegates enjoyed Indonesian Fritters, tamales, sandwiches, 
ice cream, and more at Conference Assembly this year. Photo 
by Cindy Angela.

Delegates from both Eastern District and Franconia 

Delegates enjoyed Indonesian Fritters, tamales, sandwiches, Worshipers join hands during the prayer. Photo by Cindy 
Angela.


